Jessica Wells

Composer, Orchestrator, Arranger and Copyist
Proprietor of “Jigsaw Music”

Education:

· HSC Mosman High School 1992

· Bachelor of Music – Sydney Conservatorium 1996

· Master of Music (Composition) – Sydney Conservatorium 1998 (on a scholarship)
Master of Arts (Screen Composition) – AFTRS 2005

Employment:

· 1997-2001, 2003, Sydney Conservatorium of Music – Composition Lecturer (part-time)

· 1998-2001, 2003, Australian Institute of Music – lecturer (theory, aural, keyboard harmony, history of orchestration)

· 1998-1999, JMC Academy, Lecturer in music (theory and practical)

· 2002-2003 lived in Belgium for one year.

· 2001 – began doing music copying work for film composers Christopher Gordon and Nigel Westlake.

· Registered “Jigsaw Music” as a sole trader business.

· 2005 completed Master of Arts in Screen Composition at AFTRS and decided to concentrate on Jigsaw Music (and not go back to teaching!)

· Business doing well – picking up many more clients in different fields: musicals, contemporary composers, television and film work, events etc etc.

· 2006 orchestrated and copied for “Happy Feet” – 2. This event required the use of a “team” of copyists and orchestrators, printing hundreds of pages and attending all sessions.

· 2006 and 2009 – had my two children! Making the need for training up a good team essential.

· 2012 – Jigsaw Music has up to 7 people in the team who work on a casual basis.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Film/TV Compositions:
FEATURE FILM

On the Edge of Eden

Writer/Director: Damian S. Simankowicz 

Producer : Julie Trunkfield

Festival Screenings in 2007: 

USA: The Indie Gathering, Cleveland, OH - “Best Romantic Film”
Australia – Dungog Film Festival

SHORT FILMS

Awake

8 minute short directed by Denie Pentecost 2012
Self-Help
5 minute short directed by Alyson Standen 2012

Letter Tape
4 minute animated film by Rowena Crowe 2011

Jolt

1 minute short directed by Alyson Standen 2011

Shortlisted for the “Refresh Your World in 60 Seconds” competition

Pepsi Films Barcelona

The Saviour

AFTRS 19-minute drama - 2005

Writer/Director  Peter Templeman

Producer Stuart Parkyn

* NOMINATED FOR THE ACADEMY AWARDS (OSCARS) 2007

Sexy Thing

Writer/Director Denie Pentecost 

Producer Heather Oxenham

13 minute drama

*Premiere screening at CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 2006
Butterfly Man

AFTRS 6-minute documentary

Writer/Director  Samantha Rebillet

Producer Justin Davies

* Won the Silver Cub Award for Best Short Documentary under 30 minutes at the recent International Documentary Film Association (IDFA) Awards in Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Incarnation

AFTRS 9-minute digital film - 2005

Writer/Director Elizabeth Foley

Producer Matthew Carter

Scored for orchestra and choir. 

Mijn Man

AFTRS 12-minute documentary

Writer/Director  Paulo Alberton

Producer  Sarah Royds

Scored for:  Piano and Prepared Piano

The Suitor

Writer Jason Gordon

Director Sam Rebillet

Producer Katie Shortland

Thirty-five

AFTRS 6-minute horror film

Writer/Director  Chris Mill

Producer  Michael Lucas - Scored for String Quintet, Piano and samples.
Turn

AFTRS 7 minute drama

Writer/Director Michael Lucas

Producer Stuart Parkyn

Scoring in progress.

Inside Out

15 min short – 2007

Writer/Director: Samantha Rebillet

Producer: Donna Sennett

-----------------------------------------------------


Television Themes:

ABC “480” documentary series (Message Stick) (2012)
Q&A – for ABC Television (2010)
TVCs

Sydney Writers Festival: 2010 campaign on SBS. 1 min/30 sec. 

DDB Advertising:


McDonalds Beef TVC – 1 minute 2007


McDonalds Cares Campaign – 1 minute documentary – World Cup Soccer 2006


ABC Australia Network – promos for Asia, India and Pacific regions - 2006


ABC Australia Network – 2’40” corporate video - 2006

ORCHESTRATION / ARRANGING
2012

· Australian Ballet – “Warumuk” composer David Page of Bangarra. 38 min work for orchestra and samples.

· Mental (feature film)
2011

· Happy Feet 2

· The Killer Elite

· Bait 3D

· Mine Games

· The Slap (TV)

· “As Night Falls” solo album Sarah Calderwood – TSO orchestra and folk band. ABC Classics.
2010

· “Pecan Summer” – an opera by Deborah Cheetham. 

· Tomorrow When the War Began 

· How to Train Your Dragon - Dreamworks
· South Solitary 

· Summer Coda
2009

· “Enchanted Way” – album for David Hobson. Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and Flinders String Quartet. ABC Classics

· Knowing – Marco Beltrami (Alex Proyas)
· Green Zone – John Powell
· Cane Toads 2 – Martin Armiger
2008

· Australia – David Hirschfelder
· Accidents Happen – Antony Partos
· “You’ll Never Walk Alone” – album for David Hobson and Teddy Tahu-Rhodes. ABC Classics.

Previous to 2008 (too many to mention!)

Happy Feet, Jumper, Coffin Rock, Beautiful, Disgrace, PS I Love You, The Black Balloon, September, Romulus My Father, December Boys, Kokoda, Like Minds, Mary Bryant, The Bet

Contemporary Compositions:
2012: 
Rain Goddess (Harp and Marimba)

2010: 
The Naming (Mezzo-Soprano, Bass-Baritone, Clarinet, Cello, Piano)

2008: 
Intimate Waves (piano trio and video projection)

Unrecyclable (drums, bass, guitar, keyboards and tape)

              “B” (SATB, flute, horm, cello, harp and tape)

2005: 
Three Blind Moose (two marimbas)

2002: 
Eel in Green, Kookaburra Sits in the Antwerp Zoo, Squirrels in Hyde Park (2 marimbas)


Flamenco Dream (big band)

2001:
Lucem Ferre (12 cellos)

Ainulindale (orchestra – performed by TSO and nominated for best Orchestral Work of the year)

2000: 
Muntu Walunga (solo harp)


U.F.O. (solo euphonium)

1999: 
Wu Hsing – the 5 chinese elements (orchestra)

1998: 
The Eight Immortals (orchestra)


Maelstrom (winds, brass, percussion)


Wife (song cycle for baritone, oboe, trumpet, violin, cello, percussion, piano)


Reflections (vibraphone and guitar)

1997:
Bright Star (vocal and piano)

1996: 
7 Pieces for Wind Quintet

